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—— Clear numbErS=‘FErzzy data
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— 10% of exactly who said exactly what?

— Is my 10% the same as your 10%?
= (Clue: Probably not)

= Clear data, cloudy concepts
Imprecise:

utable P



__= Imprecise concepts

— Vague definitions
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— gender/sex; age-based categories

= Sometimes there Is no ‘lower level
— Subjective reporting
= Sometimes vagueness, Is built in

nti-social behaviour” —-——‘




= Vague definitions

= Contested concepts —
— Multiple definitions S— ‘
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— at the risk of displeasing everybody

= Sometimes there is no middle ground
— drugs and harm

= Sometimes contestedness is:the story
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" Imprecise concepts
— Vague definitions

= Contested concepts -
— Multiple definitions

= utable concepts

= Changingdefinitions
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~ = Seldom resolvable
—y . .
— retroactive change tends to distort

= The time-lag problem: forward Is as bad as
back

— ‘Head of Household’

ﬂﬂ_matelyrchange IS alwa

— No one right answer, not even ours
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= “The ones who drove within half an hour of smoking
- cannabis must have been under the influence...”
= “The British Crime Survey asks about sniffing glue and

Mixmag asks about alcohol and tobacco, but those aren’t

really drugs...”

= “Class B drug use dropped in 2005, but that’s only
because of the reclassification so it didn’t really...”

= _ >
mon’t his! T——
ers may want to do this, but you don’t

want to do it for them




- Every source has its own ontology
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—n vive' concepts
= No one ontology Is correct

= No two ontologies are identical
...DUt

W ¥iihvivo ontologies can bes 'beol-#ogiﬁaﬁv_i‘

[respondences hetween them
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— Cannabis is a type of Drug

= Horizontal links (properties)
— Cannabis Use [is use of] Cannabis

= Multiple hierarchies

@nnaﬁi‘s‘is 2 type of Class C R —
ultipleontologi _

— Cannabis [corresponds to] Dope




~ = Ontology-to-ontology correspondences
B

— N:1
= Central ‘organising concept’ ontelogy

— Not the ‘correct’ view
re offa lowest commo




— What are WE_ZIC‘tﬂ'ally bU|Id|ng’>
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= Can we make something useful out of It?
= Who cares what we think anyway? -

(ontologically speaking)

= Watch this space!

0 to an acupuncturist with toothache he sticks a needle mﬁ%éﬂ |niﬁ-"'-
Igh. U ki e[ at, MisiRawhnsen? No, neit :
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= ouglas Adams, Dlrk Gently’s Holistic Detective Agency
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Social science data is built on |rTherenty =
""—T’"Z"Zy'C'OTT_ cepts
— Imprecise, contested, mutable

= |[mposing a single unifying structure.is not
not satisfactory

onIs leng without structure
an limumerm of |Ilog|ca| '!
glcal concepts

— A forest full of OWL(s)
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