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Overview

I Focus on data sharing

I No technical details

I Motivating example:
I Different area
I Similar problems

I No conclusions

NCeSS Confidentiality Workshop - May 2005 2

Data sharing example
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Data sharing example II
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Data sharing example III
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Technical problems

I Distributed data sources

I Duplication

I Inconsistencies

I Different terminologies, e.g.:

user: “b&b”

system: “guest house”

I Data sharing
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How does that relate to us?

I Plenty of scattered data sources

I Service providers, policy makers, users ... all speak different
languages

I Data providers vs. data users

I Confidentiality issues when sharing data
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Legacy data

I Existing data is very valuable

I Starting from scratch usually not an option
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What do we want?

I Combine (and reuse) different data sources

I Different applications for shared data:
I Individual records, e.g. “service scenario”
I Statistics, e.g. “policy scenario”

I Confidentiality much more of an issue in “service scenario”

I Usability is essential, e.g. non-specialist users
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Will ontologies solve the problems?

I Encoding knowledge rather than simply data

I In the tradition of knowledge representation systems

I Knowledge tailored to application, e.g.

Colchester ⇔ Essex

b&b ⇔ guest house

learning difficulty ⇔ learning disability

I But ...

NCeSS Confidentiality Workshop - May 2005 10

... ontologies have some serious problems

I Expensive to create

I Data encoding

I Maintenance

I Reuse

I Standards
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Prospects

I Standards for data encoding and processing, e.g. NPfIT

I Usable knowledge sources (ontologies)

I GRID computing = new possibilities + challenges
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Concerns

I Trade-off between data usage and confidentiality issues

I Imposing standards

I Quality

I Coverage
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What next?

I You are the experts

I Bring together experience and concerns

I Identify crucial problems and possible solutions

I Long-term vs. short-term goals

I Local vs. national applications
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